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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

A method for identjl^ilgthe location of medical facilities along a travel route, the 
method comprising:, 

(a) mapping Vtegvel route; 

(b) providing a database"b£medical facilities, wherein the database includes the 
name and location of each medical facility maintained therein; 

(c) identifying one opndre medical facilities along the travel route; and 

(d) preparine^an output of the identified medical facilities along the travel route, 
the output including a name and address of each of the identified medical facilities. 

2. The method oTctaim 1 wherein the travel route is a flight plan. 

3. The method of claim lv^herein the one or more medical facilities comprises 
hospitals and ambulancemen i : 

4. The methq£fof claim 1 wherein the one or more medical facilities is a plurality of 
medical facilities. 

5. The metho(^ofclaim 4 wherein the plurality of medical facilities comprises one or 
more hospitals andjina-OT more ambulance services. 

6. The method oftclaim 1 wherein the travel route is mapped by a software program. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the travel route is mapped manually. 

8. The method o^etSiih 1 wh^ein identifying medical facilities along the travel 
route includes a compadsfil^pf raepiapped travel route to the locations of medical 
facilities stored in the cfaCmas^. 

9. The method of claim Lawherein the output is a written report. 

10. The method of cteknj wherein the output is a computer readable file. 
1 1 The method of claim 1 1 further comprising the step of loading the computer 
readable file into the on-board compute; of an aircraft. 

12. The method o^eteiTTTTwHerein the output further includes a quality rating for at 
least one of the one or morSlmedical facilities. 

13. The method of claim 12 whenHn the quality rating obtained for each medical 
facility is based in pari TupcJn-a telephonic interview with one or more personnel of each 
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medical facility to determine each facility's ability to handle one or more types of 
medical emergencies. 

14. The method of clamThwberein the database is maintained within an electronic 
storage device. 

15. The method of^terfifl wherein the output further includes a suitable stopping 
point along a>trgvel route. 

16. The method^ifclaim 15 wherein the suitable stopping point is an airport. 

17. The method of clainTNhat further comprised the step of selecting from the one or 
more identified medical facilities a suitable medical facility. 

1 8. The method of clainuHvherein the database further includes, for at least one of 
the medical faciljiieSTn the database, information selected from the group consisting of: 
(a) language^spoken, (b) proximity to suitable stopping points, (c) one or more medical 
specialties ofik^d, (d) a quality rating for at least one of the medical specialties offered, 
and (e) payment methods-aocepted. 

19. The method of claim 18 ^therein the output further includes, for at least one of the 
medical facilities in the databas^ information from the group consisting of: (a) languages 
spoken, (b) proximity^o suitable stopping points, (c) one or more medical specialties 
offered, (d) a qualityratingjor at least one of the medical specialties offered, and (e) 
payment methods accepts 

20. A methojHor identifying a medical facility to a person moving along a travel 
route, the method compr 

(a) providing a databas^of medical facilities, the database including a name and 
location for each pflfiemedical facilities; 

(b) establisftmftAHon-verbal communications link between the vehicle and the 
database; 

(c) identifying the location of the person; 

(d) identifying, bas^i partly on the location of the person, a medical facility; and 

(e) commumeatiog the name and location of the identified medical facility to the 
rson via the non-vedl^communications link. 



2? 

The method of clai 



iifraO wherein the person is traveling in a vehicle. 
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/MT The method of claim.2^wherein the vehicle is selected from the group consisting 

2 ofan automobile, a planeTalroatrand^a train. 

1 ^fi. The method of claim 20 wherein the^database of medical facilities includes a 

2 ^Jj^ ne number for at least some of the medicaljfacilities. 

1 #f. The method of claim 20 whereinl^person identifies his/her position by inputting 

2 it using a keyboard. 

1 The method of^^un^O wherein the person identifies his/her position by inputting 

2 it Rising a keypad of ^wireless electronic device. 

1 The method of claim 20 wherein the database of medical facilities includes a 

2 quality rating for one or more ofHhe^medical facilities. 

1 p& The method of claim 20 whereirNl^e database of medical facilities includes the 

2 t^s of medical emergencies at least one ofthe medical facilities is equipped to handle. 

1 *p* The method of claim 23 wherein the phone number for the identified medical 

2 facility is communicated to the traveler.^^^ 

1 A method of identifying^m^dical facilities along a travel route, the method 

2 comprising: 

3 (a) comparing thHj^elroute to a database containing medical facility 

4 information; and — ^ 

5 (b) identifying at least one medical facilit^on or near the travel route based on 

6 ^l^comparison. 

1 The method of claim 28 further coppri^ng the step of calculating the travel route. 

1 J(T The method of claim 2<^fierein the travel route is calculated using software. 

1 5^ The method of clain^29 that further includes the step of identifying a suitable 

2 stopping point along the traveTtoute. 

1 The method of claim 29 whereirfthe travel route is a flight plan. 

1 3? The method of claim 30 wherein the travfeL route is a flight plan and the method 

2 further includes the step of identif^g^i^oiu»ere suitable stopping points, wherein each 

3 suitable stopping pottrtsss^iai^^ 

1 The method of claim 32 whe rein thejtfe djcal facility is determined by one or 

2 more of the factors selectefrftQm the group consisting of: (a) distance of the medical 

3 facility from potential suitable storing points, (b) type of medical services provided by 
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4 the medical facility, (c) hojirs-of opgfafiorTof the medical facility, (d) available 

5 emergency equipment aftheoiiedical facility, (e) payment options available at the 

6 judical facility, and (f) cleanliness of meln^dical facility. 

1 The method of claim 29 further comprising the step of displaying the travel route 

2 and identified medical facilities on at least j>m of an electronic screen and a printed 

3 document. 

1 yb. The method of clairp^f9 further comprising the step of displaying the identified 

2 medical facilities on at j€ast one of an electronic screen and a printed document. 

1 jff. The method accWding to claim 29 further comprising the step of downloading 

2 and storing information pettmning to identified medical facilities. 

1 2& The method according toMaim 34 wherein the downloaded and stored 

2 information includes at least one of thel&tlQwing: (a) types of medical services available 

3 at each identified medical facility; (b) the location of each identified medical facility; 

4 (c) the hours of operation for each identified medical facility; (d) contact information for 

5 each identified medical facility; and (e) languages spoken at each identified medical 

6 facility. 

1 <$9. The method of claim*29 wherein the steps of determining, comparing and 

2 identifying are perforated by a processing device reading machine-readable code. 

1 Jfi. The method according to claim 29 wherein the steps of comparing and identifying 

2 are performed bjKa processing device reading machine-readable code. 

1 >T. The method a^i^ing to claim 38 wherein the downloaded and stored 

2 information includes a rating of^ne^or more of the identified medical facilities. 

1 A&. The method according to claim 4>wherein the rating is based on at least one of 

2 the following: (a) an overall quality ofjhe'medical facility, and (b) a medical specialty 

3 available at the medicalfacffity. 

1 ^6. A system pr determining medical facilities along a travel route, the system 

2 comprising: 

3 (a) an input device forgroyiaiig location information; 

4 (b) a memo*$3toring a database containing information relating to a plurality of 

5 medical facilities; 
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(c) a processor operative tojdentffy at least one medical facility based on the 
provided location infonpatitfnand information contained within the database; and 

(d) a disgiay operative to show the identified at least one medical facility along 

th£ travel route. 
US 

itC The system according to claims44 wherein the provided location information 
comprises a starting point and a destination point and wherein the memory also stores 
navigational information fopeaiculating a travel route based on the location information. 

The system^ax^ording to claim 44 wherein the input device comprises a global 
positioning system (GPS) receiver. 

0, The system according to claim 44 wherein the display comprises one of an LCD, 




and CRT display. 

The system according to claim) 44 wherein the display comprises a printing device. 
The system according^^claim 44 wherein the input device comprises means for a 
user to input inforpa^on relative to determining the at least one medical facility along the 
^r^yel route. 

A method of locStmg^a medical facility for a vehicle in transit, the method 
comprising: 

(a) deteirninjo^g-^current location of the vehicle in transit; 

(b) comparing the current location of the vehicle in transit with locations of 
medical facilities stored in a database; 

(c) identifying*at4$ast one medical facility near the current location of the vehicle 
based on the comparison; ap 

Sh of atyfeast one medical facility to a user, 
lerejiphe vehicle in transit is one of a train, a bus, a 
motorcycle. 

The method of claimJj3-fcrtlTer comprising the step of selecting, by a user, a 
medical facility from the displayia^at4Qast one medical facility. 

The method of c^aaS^CTmther comprising providing navigational instructions for 
the vehicle in transit tcu^ggtLttie^dBtted medical facility. 



(d) displaying the loc£ 
The method of claim 



boat, an aircraft, an automot 
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The method of claim-50-whefein before determining the at least one medical 
r^Tce 



facility, the method furthercemprises the step of inputting information relative to the 
?dical emergency in order to assist mMontifying the at least one medical facility. 

The method of claim 50 wherein the mputted information includes for comparing 
with the database at least^e-e-fraTypeof medical emergency, a language preference, a 
type of insurance coverage, and a maximum distance from the current location to a 
medical facility. 

A method of identifying me&Qal facilities along a flight route, the method 
comprising: 

(a) inputting navigational information pertaining to the flight route; and 

(b) combining the navigational informationjwith medical facility information 
stored in a database, the medical facility information including location and contact 



^formation of a plurality of medical facilities. 

The method of claim 56 wherein each medical facility is a predetermined distance 
from airports alongyfne flight route. 

A database obtaining information related to medical facilities, the database 
configured to be access^tkW a processor processing flight plan software to produce at 
least one potential emergency divemon site along a flight path. 

£8? A computer program having mabhine readable code stored on a tangible medium 
comprising: 

(a) code for obtaining travel locati^j^ififormation; 

(b) code for accessing-information in a medical facility database; 

(c) code forid^ntifying at least one medical facility based on obtained travel 
location informatifim and accessed information from the medical facility database; and 

(d) code for g^nei^ting a display of the at least one identified medical facility. 
A system for identifying medieaLfacilities along a travel route, the method 

comprising: 

(a) means<f<5r providing travel location information; 

(b) means for stonnf^dataljase containing information relating to a plurality of 
medical facilities; 
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(c) means fejudgntifying at least one medical facility based on the provided 
travel location information and inclination contained within the database; and 

(d) meansjQjuiispla^ngll^information related to the identified at least one 
^edical facility. 

JfiT. The method of claim 60 whereihsthe steps of comparing and identifying are 



performed on a websit 

The method o 
communicated via the commiuti 



irections to the medical facility are also 
tions link. 



G^uori 
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